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NOTES ON THE IROQUOIS AND DELAWARE INDIANS 

Communications from Conrad Wbisbr to Christopher Saur, 
1746-1749. 

COMPILED BY ABRAHAM CASSELL. 
TBAHSLATED BY MISS HELEN BELL. 

(Concluded from vol. i. page 323.) 

Concerning their Allies and Friends, we have heard from a 
trustworthy Indian, who has travelled a great deal, that of 
them there are as follows : — 

(1st) The Zis-a-gech-Roonu, who live in three great 
cities on the eastern side of Huron's Lake, have of war- 
riors about 2400 

(2nd) The Unich-Kalliagon have of warriors . . 3000 

These live on the west side of Lake Erie, and onward 
to the strait of Huron's Lake. 

(3rd) The Runada- Wadeeny are the next mentioned 
neighbors. Their warriors are about .... 400 

(4th) The Oyjachdanich-Roonu live near the Black 
River, and have of warriors about .... 1000 

(5th) The Towwichtowich-Roonu, on the Thunackgi 
River have 300 

(6th) The Gechdagech-Roonu, on the great River Mis- 
sissippi 500 

(7th) The Of kuniagis, on an arm of the Ohio towards 
the west 1000 

(8th) The Karbaguch-Roonu (in German wild people) 
dwell and are to the north of Huron's Lake ; they do 
not sow, but journey from one place to another ; their 
number is uncertain. It is said they are more numerous 
than all the rest in alliance with the Iroquois. 

(9th) The Schawanos, on the River Ohio, have of 
warriors 200 

(10th) The Dellewar, in Pennsylvania and Ohio . 200 

(11th) The Mohickander, which are scattered along 
Hudson River and in New England, not fewer than 300 

Thus in all such as bear arms in war there are . 9300 
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The art of war they understand extremely well, particu- 
larly in the wilderness, for it is their occupation from their 
youth up. Indeed, they seek no other honor or happiness 
than to be good warriors. The parents do everything in their 
power to make their sons brave heroes ; they frequently send 
them into battle when they are only 12 or 15 years old, but 
under the control of good officers. They are light on their 
feet, can endure hunger three to four days, indeed, if it is 
necessary, even longer, and at the same time march every day 
thirty, forty, to fifty English miles and attacktheir enemy. In 
war they are a crafty, cruel, and daring people. A European 
who wishes to stand well with them, must practise well the 
three following virtues : They are — 

(1) Speak the truth ; 

(2) Give the best that he has ; 

(3) Show himself not a coward, but courageous in all cases. 
They believe that when the soul of a person leaves the 

body, it takes a long journey to a happy land, where there 
are quantities of fat game, and everything grows luxuriantly. 
There the huckleberries are as large as a man's fist, and the 
strawberries are equally as large, and their taste is much 
better than ours. There a man can lie in the shade the whole 
day, and the most beautiful maidens wait upon him. There 
no one grows old. Those who have been the best and most 
heroic warriors here, there have the pre-eminence, and rule 
over the good women. ~No bad people come to this place, but 
if a common man got there, he must be the servant of the 
others for many a year. 

The children inherit no property from their parents ; when 
the old people die, they leave their property to others, it 
generally remains with the friends ; the oldest man of the 
family makes presents out of it at his pleasure, the children 
very seldom receive any of it, even though they desire it ; if 
they are grown up they must take care of themselves. 

If a young man is a good hunter, he is in no want, his wife, 
or her mother, or his mother, if he is not married, is master 
of his deerskins ; but he is well clothed, and everything neces- 
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sary is given to him that he may live like a gentleman of hi8 
kind. 

"What are here noticed are the universal manners and cus- 
toms, but some differ from the others in their customs. I 
have been at their burials ; there we see everything that the 
dead man owned brought to the burying place, and as soon 
as he is buried, everything is divided; among others^ every- 
thing is put in the box with the dead ; but they always give 
him bows and arrows, hatchets, kettles, and a dressed skin for 
shoes, so that he is provided for in the long journey until he 
reaches the pleasant land of souls, where they hope to meet 
with their fathers and grandfathers, and other good friends in 
a blissful life. 

When a chaste wife has lost her husband, she is not married 
again until a winter and a summer have passed, and then she 
must be urged to it by her friends. During this time she 
should rather lose her life than do anything dishonorable. 
And so, too, with an honorable man; they mourn a long time, 
and at first go to the grave almost every morning, afterwards 
every month, and make their lamentations very mournfully 
and sorrowfully to inspire one with pity ; they allow no grass 
to grow on the grave, but scrape the ground daily with their 
hands, so that it looks as if it had been made yesterday. 

"When the time of mourning is over, the friends come and 
bring gifts to wipe away the tears from the sorrowing eyes. 
In the mean time, the deceased has arrived in the land of souls, 
and the friends give a feast. No one dare mention the name 
of the dead person after he is buried ; if any one does it igno- 
rantly, he commits a misdeed ; but if some one does it in de- 
fiance, they often avenge it with death to cool their anger, etc. 

Of their cbastity and marriage, perhaps, another time. 

I am your devoted, 

CONEAD WBISEE. 

If we consider the condition and manner of living of the 
Indians, whom we call savages and heathens, and compare 
them with the so-called Cbristian people, who think they are 
regenerate, there is very little difference, except that many 
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know the Lord's will and do it not, and, therefore, shall he 
beaten with many stripes, Luke xii. 47. The most sensible 
Indians complain of the Christians for bringing so much rum 
and brandy among them, by means of which their more frivo- 
lous people have been so corrupted and deceived as to resemble 
the Christians. He who writes this description, declares : He 
has been among them thirty years, and has never seen two 
sober Indians quarrel or fight. Ah ! if an Indian could be 
only a year among the Christians, and say : He had seen no 
one get angry with another, quarrel, scold, fight, cheat, lie, 
slander, backbite, etc., what a glorious renown that would be ! 
He could scarcely find, I will not say a whole nation, lan- 
guage, city, or village, but even a house that has that glory 
to perfection. 

Since the Indians take their sons to war early, to tram them 
up to it, and since in Europe the high-born, or noble Chris- 
tians instruct their sons betimes in fighting and tilting, and 
such like sciences, by which one is sent to soar aloft, and the 
other to oppress, and to make away with his enemies ; and 
since even among the rest there are so many who have this 
same love of a warlike life ; and delight in going to war, 
therefore such Indians and such Christians are alike. Thus 
the whole art of war must have come from wicked Cain's 
manners and nature, and needs no regeneration, as men now- 
a-days are born anew, because the heathenish nature brings 
it with itself. 

It is a praiseworthy thing that the Indians hate lying as 
much as they do ; but among the Christian people ot to-day 
it is certainly somewhat rare to find any one communicating 
quite candidly with his neighbor, and it is no longer custom- 
ary to hear the truth, we can often fancy beforehand that only 
half or nothing at all is true, and afterwards it turns out as 
we thought. 

0. SAUR. 



